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gravely embarrassed during the past thirty
years, or had it been engaged in a death-
struggle with foreign invaders, there might
have been some excuse for the slow pro-
gress made. The officials in India might
with justice have demurred to following
too hastily the example set by the mother
country, and even by Japan. But this
was not the case. It is true that prior
to 1899 the military party at Simla in-
veigled the Government into many ex-
pensive and futile frontier wars, and that
up to the same year the falling value of
exchange entailed a heavy charge on the
revenues. Very much more might, how-
ever, have been effected in respect to
education had the Government been really
zealous in the matter. Notoriously it was
nothing of the kind. From 1899 onwards,
owing partly to the wise frontier policy
instituted by Lord Curzon and partly to
the fixation of exchange, the Government
has been in a position of relative afflu-
ence, and it is just here that the sinister
interests of a bureaucracy have been so
strikingly in evidence. Instead of hasten-